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^J^ear Neighbor, 
With our f i r s t N e w s l e t t e r , we i n t r o d u c e the A r d s l e y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y to you. We were 
founded i n 1982 by a group of A r d s l e y School D i s t r i c t r e s i d e n t s who share an i n t e r e s t i n 
r e s e a r c h i n g , c o l l e c t i n g - , pub-lish.-ing anH p r e a - e r v i n g ' h i s t o r i c a l d a t a of the l i f e of our 
community and i t s i n h a b i t a n t s . The S o c i e t y sponsored the G r e a t Parade and F a i r at Macy 
Par k l a s t June i n c e l e b r a t i o n of Westchester County's T r i c e n t e n n i a l . H i s t o r y i s con
t i n u a l l y being made and you a r e p a r t of A r d s l e y ' s h i s t o r y . We would l i k e you to enjoy 
the b e n e f i t s of membership and to p a r t i c i p a t e w i t h us and support our a c t i v i t i e s . You 
a r e i n v i t e d to a t t e n d our Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 20, a t 1 PM i n the Courtroom of 
the h i s t o r i c A r d s l e y M u n i c i p a l B u i l d i n g , 505 A s h f o r d Avenue. An i n t e r e s t i n g program has 
been planned. We hope to see you t h e r e ! 

Photo c o u r t e s y of Vera T r a v i s , reproduced from A r t h u r S 
three-volume A S h o r t , I n f o r m a l H i s t o r y of A r d s l e y , N.Y. 

SOCIETY GIVEN "KING PAPERS" 

i l l i m a n ' s 
(1976) . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

P res i d e n t 

T h i s photo was 
taken J a n u a r y 
1884 i n f r o n t of 
Hardy's S t o r e on 
R a i l r o a d Avenue, 
now o b l i t e r a t e d 
by the Thruway. 
A r d s l e y , a ham
l e t of 300, had 
j u s t changed i t s 
name from "Ash
f o r d " to get a 
post o f f i c e . 
C i v i c p r i d e r a n 
high . 

generous g i f t of r e c o r d s , photos and o l d papers, 
t e l l i n g the l i f e and times of our e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s , 
has been r e c e i v e d by the S o c i e t y from Margaret King 
T r a v i s Lane, g r e a t granddaughter of Capt. John Ki n g 
and E l i z a Ann Dobbs. The Kings l i v e d i n t h i s .area 
f o r about 100 y e a r s and p l a y e d a l e a d i n g r o l e i n the 
development of a nameless s e t t l e m e n t to " A s h f o r d , " 
named a f t e r K i n g ' s b i r t h p l a c e , and l a t e r to " A r d s l e y , ' 
Cyrus F i e l d ' s a n c e s t r a l home, both i n England. 


