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96-year-old shares trove of local history 
By Kris DILorenzo 

A le t a Re id , 96, o f Dob b s Fer r y , is a 
w a lk in g h istory book. Th e for m er board  
m em ber o f th e Ar d sley Fiis t o r ica l Soci-
ety cau sed a st ir w h en she a r r iv ed at the 
Society's op en hou se event, "120 Years o f 
Ard sley H istory ," h eld  at the com m u n ity 
center on N ov. 13. Th e p rogram , attend -
ed  by ap p roxim ately 50 v isitors, featu red  
d isp lays o f p h otos , m ap s, a n d  a r t ifacts 
going back even fu r th er t h a n a cen tu ry , 
to the Revolu t ion ary War . 

Re id  cou ld  id en t ify m an y o f the p eo-
p le p ict u r ed , a n d  r em em ber ed  m a n y o f 
the scenes as i f th ey h a d  h ap p en ed  yes-
terd ay. Sh o w n a p h oto o f a grou p o f 
sch oo lch ild r en d a n cin g a r ou n d a m a y -
p ole, she p oin ted  ou t herself. "Th a t w as 
taken in 1926 at the en d  o f k in d ergar ten 
year ; 1 w as 6 years o ld ." 

Th o u g h Re id  has liv ed  i n Dobbs Fer -
r y sin ce age 2, a n d  s t i l l lives i n h er p a r -
en ts' h om e on N or th fie ld  Aven u e, she is 
i n the Ar d sley Sch ool D is t r ict . " I a t ten d -
ed  sch ool i n Ard sley , fr o m k in d ergar ten 
u n t i l 1 g r ad u a ted  [h ig h sch ool] i n 
1938," she to ld  the En ter p r ise d u r in g a n 
in t e r v ie w i n h er l iv in g r o o m . H e r 
sch ool, at 700 A sh fo r d  Aven u e, op p osite 
A r d s le y Vil la g e H a l l , is n o w a 39-u n i t 
co n d o m in iu m . 

" I m ad e the h on or s lis t som et im es," 
she r ecou n ted , "n o t a ll the t im e. 1 w as a 
ser iou s stu d en t ." She w as a lso, for the 
m ost p a r t , a good  g ir l . "W e l l , I t r ied to 
be," she n oted . 

Reid 's p a ren ts, A n d r e w a n d  A le t a , 
m ov ed  fr o m C la r em o n t , N . H . ; h er 
m oth er h ad  lived  in Dobbs Fer r y before. 

Reid 's h is t o r y strad d les Dobbs Fe r r y 
a n d  Ar d sley , th ou gh she sa id , "A r d s ley 
really seemed like m y h om etow n ." W h e n 
she w as g r ow in g u p , the cu r r en t site o f 
the C o n co r d  Ro a d  Elem en t a r y Sch ool 
w as fields, w h a t is n ow the m id d le school 
p r op er ty w as a "h ea lt h fa r m ," a n d th e 
h igh school cam p u s w as "a p ick le fa r m ." 
Josep h Coggin s ' D a i r y w as n ot far fr o m 
h er h om e, a n d  the cir cu s v is it ed  Dobbs 
Fe r r y a n n u a lly . "I t w asn 't Rin g l in g 
Br oth er s a n d  Ba r n u m & Bailey ," she 
exp lain ed , "b u t they h ad  an im als." 

H e r ch ild h ood games w ere hop scotch 
a n d  ju m p rop e. A t age 12, Re id  h elp ed  
ou t at h er fa th er 's Lib er t y Fo o d Store at 
458 A s h fo r d  Av en u e i n Ar d sley , a lon g 
w i t h her m other . 

Re id  r eca lled  th a t w h e n she w as a 
teenager , "Th e r e w as b o w lin g , a n d  I 
t r ie d  th a t a few t im es . I d id n ' t get v e r y 
fa r ." She a lso a t ten d ed  sch oo l d an ces, 
w o r k e d  b eh in d th e scenes o n a h ig h 
sch ool p lay ( " I w asn ' t p a r t o f the a ct ") , 
a n d  took a sen ior class t r ip to Wash in g -
ton , D . C . "A l l t h r ou g h th e fou r years o f— 
h ig h sch oo l w e w er e ea r n in g m o n e y 
tow ar d  the t r ip ," she rem em bered . 

After h igh sch ool, Re id  d id n 't op t for 
the t r ad it ion a l choice o f becom in g a w ife 
a n d  m oth er . " I w en t beyon d w h a t th ey 
tau gh t i n the h ig h sch ool," she sa id . " I 
w en t to Packard  Bu siness Sch ool in N ew 
Yor k C i t y for com m ercia l classes. I loved  
the sh or th an d  an d  the typ in g , an d  th en I 
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Aleta Reid hoids a photo of herseif and other students dancing around a maypoie outside the 
Ashford Avenue Schooi in 1926. 

d id n 't have a p hone at the hou se or at the 
store, th e b a n k m an ager cam e over to 
sp eak to m y fa th er i n the store a n d  sa id  
h e w o u ld  lik e to see m e. M y d ad  
exp la in ed  th a t I w as v is i t in g u p i n C r o -
ton . So th r ou g h m y n eigh bor , h e got a 
m essage to m e th a t M r . [Joh n ] Vr ed en -
bu rgh w an ted  to see m e, so I got the n ext 
t r a in back to Dobb s Fer r y , a n d  w en t 
d o w n to th e b a n k v e r y qu ick ly . I t w as a 
short in terv iew ." 

Re id  w as h ir ed  by the Fir s t N a t io n a l 
Ba n k o f Ard sley in Au gu st 1939, at $12 a 
w eek. " I w as there 41 years," she ad d ed . " I 

d id n ' t k n o w it w as goin g to last th a t 
lo n g !" D u r i n g h er ten u re at the ba n k , 
Re id w as p r om oted  fr o m teller a n d  
bookkeep er to assistan t treasu rer , w h ile 
the ban k w en t th rou gh tw o m ergers an d  
m oved from its grou n d -floor locat ion i n 
the M cC a r t n e y Bu i ld in g i n A d d y m a n 
Squ are to the site o f the cu r r en t Ch ase 
Ba n k at 500 A sh for d  Aven u e. 

" I w a lk ed to w o r k for th e first 20 
years," she joked , "a n d  for the second 20 
years I d rove a car." 
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A longtime parishioner of Ardsley 
United Methodist Ch u rch , w here she 
formerly taught Sunday school, Reid has 
w itnessed dramatic changes in the area 
since she was a child: construction of the 
Saw Mil l River Parkway (begun in 1926) 
and the N ew York State Thruw ay (1954-
55); the fire department's acquisition of 
"O l d Betsy," its 1928 Seagrave pumper; 
and the disappearance of three ferry 
lines, from Tarrytow n, D obbs Ferry, and 
Yonkers that crossed the Hudson River 
to N yack, Sneden's Landing, and Alpine, 
N .J., respectively. 

A rash of development i n the River-
towns is the latest change. "I'm amazed, 
because the price o f bui ld ing is so 
expensive," she stated. " I don't know 
how they can afford to bu i ld — and 
they're not just bui ld ing little 2-by-4s. 
They have some beautiful big houses up 
on Eucl id Avenue." 

Though she no longer drives her 1989 
Toyota Camry, Reid made an observa-
tion about the Ashford Avenue Bridge: "I 
w i sh they could get it done quicker. At 
the commuter time, that's w hen it's really 
jammed up. I don't know any other w ay 
they could have done it, unless they 
made an overpass over the parkw ay as 
they did in Elinsford, then they w ouldn't 
have needed it. Too late now." 

Back w hen she did drive, Reid took 
long road trips w ith relatives to Texas 
and Florida. She also w ent on a group 
tour to the British Isles, visiting England 
and Scotland. 

Her routine now adays is simple: she 
takes her pills, has breakfast, then sits at 
her dining room table to write letters and 
notes, "and answer all the junk mail I get 
a lot of." Reid is firm about never touch-

ing a computer. Her nephew Robert, w ho 
lives in Ehnsford, joked that she left her 
bank job the same day the first computer 
arrived. "I get by all right by the old-fash-
ioned w ay of w riting letters and getting 
letters back," Reid affirmed. "I keep the 
post office in business buying all the 
stamps. O f course, the phone is great for 
keeping in touch w ith a lot of people." 
Afternoons are filled w ith visitors and 
sometimes a trip to the doctor. 

There are a lot of people in Reid's 
life, because her family has expanded 
exponentially. She was the oldest of four 
chi ldren; her brothers Andrew and 
Alexander are deceased (Robert is 
Alexander's son), and her sister Al l i son 
lives i n Massachusetts. Re id now has 
seven nieces and nephew s, 13 great-
nieces and great-nephew s ("at the last 
count"), and six great-great nieces and 
great-great nephew s. 

Her family also has been involved i n 
Ardsley and D obbs Ferry, as members of 
the police force, fire department, and 
school system, among other public ser-
vices. Robert, for example, spent 42 years 
i n the Ardsley Volunteer Fire D epart-
ment, and is a former chief. 

Reid w as active i n the community, 
receiving awards from the Lions Cl u b , 
the Kiw anis Cl u b (w ho named her 
Woman of the Year i n 1980), a citation 
plaque from then-Mayor Richard 
Fontana, and one from the Ardsley-Sec-
or Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 

Th o u g h she goes to bed early these 
days, Re id is glad for one invention i n 
her l i fetime: te levis ion. H e r favorite 
show is "Everybody Loves Ray mo nd ." 
She doesn't l ike m u ch else of w hat she 
sees on TV , but she is faithful to the 
series: "I'v e seen them al l , and I w atch 
all the reruns." 

As for her divided loyalties between 
Ardsley and D obbs Ferry, she said, "I 
think both towns are a great place to live." 


